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Il Circolo  
A 

warm welcome back to 
all snowbirds that we all 
love. We have been 
busy this summer with 

locating a new office venue for our 
organization and are proud to an-
nounce that the new location at 
Gateway Boulevard, in Boynton  
Beach, is appointed with confer-
ence rooms that enable us to 
have great meetings. 
 
As I prepare to travel to Washington, D.C. for the NIAF 
(National Italian-American Federation) convention, I recall 
meeting with attendees who commented, "I have heard of Il 
Circolo and what a wonderful organization it is.ò  I look for-
ward to again sharing more information about Il Circolo with 
attendees on October 28-30. I plan to attend the convention 
with Board member Debi Rodi and committee member Va-
lerio Spinaci. 
 
It is always with pride that I represent Il Circolo, as I did this 
summer at the Naples Italian-American Club. I also at-
tended the Florida Federation of Italian-American Clubs 
convention, along with Sally and Pat Valenti and Valerio 
Spinaci.  
 
I was also present at the Italian Film Festival launch event 
at the home of Italian Consul Marco Rocca and also the 
kick -off meeting for Boys Town of Italy. Boys Town is an 
organization whose dedication to young boys and girls has 
made a huge impact since post World War II. Boys Town 
has asked me to be Man-of the-Year for their organization. 
Their members look forward to joining our ranks and shar-
ing in Italian culture with us. 
 
With the knowledge that the legendary Virginia Zeani will 
be our honoree at the March,18, 2012 gala, the organiza-
tions of Italians are buzzing. We look forward to having you 
and your friends make this year the most successful gala 
yet. Along those lines, if you would like to involve yourself 
in the gala as a committee member, volunteer or any other 
capacity, please advise us so you can join us in the project. 
Itôs fun! 
 
Il Circolo continues to grow. We have approximately 75 

new members of all ages and all walks of life. You will want 
to meet and also get to know our new Board members;  
they look forward to meeting you as well. 
 
As President, I know  this will be Il Circolo's best year yet 
as we continue to grow, involve and evolve! 
 
                                             Auguri e Saluti,  Paul G. Finizio  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2011ð2012 
 

 Betty Vecchio, Program Chairperson ð561-364-8299 Il Circolo  

  

 

            Sunday 4 pm  
          October 30, 2011  
 
 

 

              Sunday 2 pm  
         November 6, 2011  
 
 
 
             Sunday 2 pm  
         December 4, 2011  
 
 
 
           Monday 12 noon  
         December 12, 2011  
 
 
 
             Sunday 2 pm  
           January 15, 2012  
 
 
             Sunday 5 pm  
           January 29, 2012  
 
 
 
              Sunday 2 pm  
           February 12, 2012  
 
 
             Sunday 5:30  pm  
           February 26, 2012  
 
 
 
               Sunday 2 pm  
             March 11, 2012  
                   
 
 
              Sunday 6 pm  
             March 18, 2012  
 
           
         Thursday 11:30 am  
            April 19, 2012  

 

Regional Dinner Pizza Party at Renzoôs Outdoor Caf®, Boca Raton 
Chairpersons:  Sally Valenti and Debbie Rodi  

561-736-6780          321-278-2852 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Welcome Back Members and FAU Students  
Atlantis Country Club in Main Dining Room  

Chairpersons:  Pres. Paul Finizio & V. Pres. Sally Valenti  
954-605-1628            561- 736-6780 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Italian Cooking Demonstration by Marcello Fiorentino at La Sirena  
Chairpersons:  Betty and Anthony Vecchio  

561-364-8299 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

Christmas Luncheon at Benvenuto in Boynton Beach  
Chairpersons:  Barbara Quirk and Suzanne Petti  

561-625-9002  -  561-266-8982 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

A Virginia Zeani  Presentation at Palm Beach Atlantic University  
Chairperson, Virginia Longo  

561-844-2148 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

Regional Dinner at La Sirena  
Chairperson:  Debi Rodi  

321-278-2852 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
 

* Due to illness, lecture by Dr.Vesce canceled . Program TBA  

Palm Beach Atlantic University  
Chairperson: Dorothy Nanna  561 -276-8285 

___________________________________________________________     
 

Regional Dinner at Café Sapori  
Chairperson:  Frank Cava  561 -969-0050 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Art Lecture by Prof. Alesandra Gieffers at Palm Beach Atlantic University  
Veni, Vidi, Vici:  A Florentine Conquers Rome  

Chairperson:  Fernanda Gieffers Conheeny  
561-776-9096 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

36th Anniversary Gala at The Breakers, Palm Beach  
 Chairpersons:  Debi Rodi and Paul Finizio  

       321-278-2852      954-605-1628     
___________________________________________________ 

 
Spring Luncheon at Benvenuto in Boynton Beach  
Chairpersons:  Barbara Quirk and Suzanne Petti  

         561-625-9002           561-266-8982 
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The rain clouds gave way to O Sole Mio at the first regional 
dinner chaired by Sally Valenti in Sunday, October 30th. 
Existing and new members gathered at Renzoôs Caf® out-
side dining area for a ñPizza Party.ò Although there was a 
variety of delicious pizzas served, that was just the begin-
ning! Rice balls, mufalettas, panini, grilled vegetables, sau-
sage, pasta with broccoli rabe, chicken marsala, and other 
delicious dishes were offered. Red and white wines, do-
nated by Opici, flowed throughout the evening. Glasses 
were never empty. All that was topped off with a delectable 
birthday cake to honor the chef/owner himself, Renzo 
Sciortino. Accordion player, Gino, serenaded the guests 

 with favorites such as Non ti Scordare de me, Volare, Parla 
mi dôamore, etc.  
The energy came to a crescendo when members danced 
the tarantella, merging new members with those who have 
been part of Il Circolo for many years. President, Paul 
Finizio, ñat your servizio,ò welcomed the attendees at the 
first event of the season, encouraging new membership to 
keep the Italian culture alive for years to come. He noted 
some important dates on the Il Circolo calendar and urged 
families to become involved. If the high energy of the Pizza 
Party indicates what is to follow, 2011-2012 surely prom-
ises to be exhilarating. 

                                                ðMary Angela Valenti Barba      
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M 
aybe you didnôt agree with his conclusions, 
but there was never any doubt about Ferdie 
Maggioreôs passion for his beliefs and one of 
those undeniable beliefs was that Il Circolo  

represents  his   assessment of  what an Ital ian 
organization should be. His attendance at almost every 
event proved that he not only believed that Il Circolo is on 
the right track, but he supported its efforts in keeping that 
culture he loved and respected alive and in the limelight. 
He loved being Italian and instilled in his five children that 
fervent enthusiasm for their heritage. They recall how often 
he started conversations with  ñIf it werenôt for the Italians.ò 
 
Ferdinand, or Ferdie as everyone knew him, was born in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. of Italian immigrant parents, his mother from 
Basilicata and his father from Calabria. Growing up in his 
family meant gathering around a table filled with aunts, 
uncles, cousins and friends not only to share the traditional 
foods, but to laugh, share stories and enjoy each other, a 
tradition which he kept when he became the head of a 
family. After he graduated from New Utrecht High School in 
1944, he immediately enlisted in the United States Navy 
where he served as a Second Class Hospital Apprentice 
until his honorable discharge in1946. He went to work with 
his father as a brick layer which perhaps was the stepping 
stone to his ultimate involvement in the building business.  
After working for several prominent engineering and cost 
consulting firms, he finally established his own, F.J. 
Maggiore and Associates, a consulting firm in construction. 
                      
When Ferd married Emeline Bernassi, he knew he was on 
his way to having a family of his own. He subsequently 
provided for his growing family with a home in Millington, 
N.J. which his father helped him build. The unfortunate 
circumstances that prevented him from a formal education 
were no deterrent to his ultimate success. Despite the 
formal education, he schooled himself by reading and being 
closely involved with the arts. Opera and classical music 
was always blaring in each home he owned.  The Etruscan 
memorabilia in each of his homes decorated the art-filled 
rooms. Attendance at the Metropoli tan Opera, the 
Philharmonic and other mind-broadening activities gave 
him the educational atmosphere that became so much a 
part of his adult life. The community-minded, perpetual 
student found time to volunteer his  practical knowledge to 
organizations, such  as the Optimistôs Club and the 
M i l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s .  
ñHe knew a lot about a lot, from politics to art to music to 
literature,ò says his devoted daughter.  
 
The Maggioreôs get-away from the harsh winters in 
Millington, N.J. was in Highland Beach, Florida. When 
Ferdieôs wife of 44 years died, he chose to reside there permanently. 
The passion for his  Italian heritage inspired him to join 
NIAF (Nat ional  I ta l ian Amer ican Foundat ion)  in  

1978, which subsequently led to 
the establishment of a NIAF 
scholarship in his wifeôs name. 
T h e  E m e l i n e  M a g g i o r e 
Scholarship  was to be awarded 
to an undergraduate woman 
majoring in journalism, law or  
medicine. This diversification is 
an example of his devotion to 
education, while respecting his 
wifeôs memory and encouraging 
d e d i c a t e d  w o m e n . 
He also recalled that in 1968 his  
daughter  received a par tial 
s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  a t t e n d 
Swarthmore College and while it 
didnôt cover all expenses, it was a 
tremendous help. Ferdieôs father would be  proud of him. 
He remembered his words as he was growing up, ñThose 
who have should be generous and to give is a great virtue.ò 
 
It wasnôt too long after, he met Lucia at a St. Patrick Dayôs 
dance at the townôs St. Lucyôs church. This blessed 
encounter led to their marriage in 1996 and a honeymoon 
in Paris, France. Many happy times followed which they  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

celebrated with a large circle of friends. Their popularity 
and congenial manner spread throughout Il Circoloôs 
membership and in the year 2000, they became chairmen 
of the Anniversary Gala at The Breakers when Paul Leone 
was named Il Circoloôs Man-of ïthe-Year 2000.  Their 
tireless efforts and that friendly approach brought in 
numerous raffle items, which resulted in funds added to 
support Il Circoloôs mission. Lucia and Ferd traveled to Italy 
four times, but they delighted in the one they won with a 
winning raffle ticket at a later gala, a gift well-deserved. 
 
We miss Ferdôs joie de vivre at our events, but the 
message he left his children is one for all to follow. ñListen, 
h e a r ,  a p p r e c i a t e ,  e n j o y  a n d  s h a r e .  

A Man of Conviction 

  Ferdie Maggiore 

 

 


