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The time is here! Reserve Now!

Thirty-Third Anniversary Gala
THE BREAKERS
6 PM- SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2009

Cocktails, a Sumptuous Dinner in the Circle Dining Room
and Dance, Dance, Dance
to the Wonderful Melodies of the Verga Orchestral

Surprise Entertainment

Drawing: Costa Lines Luxury Caribbean Cruise
Auction: Fine Dining Certificates and much more

Lisa Meyer Maestro Bruno Aprea Diva Virginia Zeani Paul Finizio

MEMBERS $250 NON -MEMBERS $300
See Page 11 for Program Ads and Reservation Form
Contacts: Lisa Meyer 561  -706 -9696, Paul Finizio 561 -994 -9131

Visit our website for the noted accomplishments of Il Circolo.
www.lICircoloPalmBeach.org

(See Pgs. 6 & 7)
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President s Message
iBY ASKI NG F O RaccdmglEhments, awards, traditions, etc. and La

IMPOSSIBLE, WE ATTAIN

While kudos and ac
colades were still being
telephoned and written in
to Il Circolo for the Spring

i Issue of La Circolettera
little did 1 imagine the
Publication = Committee

President

fi 930 cofifd @pMit by making the

Aut umn |l ssue

better. o Once you have
assured that you will agree I we have attained
the impossible - true to the old Italian proverb!

As we all know, perfection is not attained
easily nor immediately.
The first La Circolettera
was published in the early
1980's by Vincent Forte.

It was a two -page, type -
written,  mimeographed
issue that reported on the
up-coming schedule and
presentation of the
program events, the wel -
come of new members
and condolences offered

to the families of
departed members.

Through the years, printing techniques and
equipment improved, including achievements,

Vincent Forte, First
Editor, La Circolettera

THE | MPOSSI BLE, 0

Circolettera morphed into the quality publication
you are now reading.

Have we reached the pinnacle? Only time will
tell, but in the words of that well known Brooklyn

teaem T AWait till next yearo (i .e
the words of one of our past presidents, let us go
forward, A Sempre Avanti! o
Letter to the Editors
i digwewpnderful to have such gracious members
r e a28 Dop gnd Angig Qeta, gV(? quqte fremy, his) letter
commenting on his great appreciation and benefi -
cence of Il Circolo.
AAs you know, for t he past

have been contributing funds to Il Circolo for
scholarships.  Over this time | have had the
privilege to attend some of the functions and have
interacted with some of the members.

This year we wish to recognize the efforts of
Signor Frank Cava, Signora Sally Valenti and
Signora Angelina Renzi for their dedication and
obvious enthusiasm to Il Circolo . They have been
working tirelessly to promote the goals and ideals
of this great Italian Organization. | am enclosing a
check for $1500.00 for the scholarship fund to
honor them for their significant contributions to
Il Circolo.

VIVA IL CIRCOLO AND ITS MEMBERS! For
they make us proud to be Italian -Americans.
Sincerely, Don Seta 0

(I Circol ods Annual

Me mber shi p
at 12 noon at Palm Beach Atlantic University, Rinker Hall, before the Tango Program Presentation at 2 pm.

Meeting and Election of the Board |of Di

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2007 -2008
President Executive Vice  -president
Josephine (JJ) Groen Sally Valenti
Treasurer - Caesar Cora
Directors:
Frank Cava Paul Finizio Tina Gerace
Virginia Longo Albert Maggio  Lisa Meyer
Barbara Quirk Eric Raith Angelina Renzi

Adolpho Rizzo
Jane Marzelli Smith

Myriam Ruthenberg
Francesco Spagnuolo

La Ciroletterais published by the Publications Committed|of
Circolo, The Italian Cultural Society of the Palm Beaches. All
articles must be submitted to the Publications Committee for ap-
proval. Articles must be typed in Times New Roman font size 12
and preferably submitted viansail. The committee reserves the
right to make any necessary changes and corrections.

Il Circolo, Inc., the Publications Committee, and tteeCircolet-

tera editorial staff disclaim any and all responsibility and liability
with respect to any claim arising out of the use of any material
provided herein.

Articles, letters, views and any other item published in
La Circoletterarepresent solely opinions of their writers and do
not in any way reflect the opinion or positiondla€ircolo, Inc.

Il Circolo, Inc. is an independent, nfair-profit, nonpartisan, notsectarian organization legally incorporated in the State of Florida.
Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

La Circolettera Editor: Frank Cava, 2986 Norway Pine Lane, Lantana, FL 33462 -96%6050
Associate Edito® Sally Valenti, Angelina Renzi and Brendan Hasson

6:00 pm

March 29, 2009
12:00 pm

April 20, 2009
11:30 pm

May 3, 2009
2:00 pm

To be announced

The Breakers Circle Room

' EOOCADPDPA 11 AAT AOAq
Atlantis Country Club, Palm Room
Chairperson: Shirley Cowen (56:5682-1602)
Spring Luncheon
Atlantis Country Club
Chairperson: Eric Raith (561 6672031)
The Tango and Italians
Palm Beach Atlantic University
Chairperson: Louis Mangone (954 482416)
Regional Dinner at La Sirena Ristorante
Chairperson: Frank Cava (561 969-0050)
For Reports on Previous Programs,
Log on Website; _www.ilcircolopalmbeach.org

Program Chairmen ? Eric Raith & Frank Cava

please contact the event chairperson

If you would like to co-chair or work on a program committee,

Chairpersons: Lisa Meyer (561 708696) - Paul Finizio (561 9949131)

O&AIT HO
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2008 - 2009
February 22, 2009 Palm Beach Atlantic University Italian Musical
2:00 pm Palm Beach Atlantic University
Chairperson: Dean Mims
M 22, A0 331 11 EOAOOAOU 111 0A1 ' AlA O

NAME

NAME

Members $250- Non-Members $300 Guest

GALA OPPORTUNITIES

Or if you prefer, a full, 1/2 or 1/4 page Ad in the Gala Program.
Lisa Meyer 56706-9696 or Paul Finizio 958D5-1628 for all the details.

GALA RESERVATION

| would like to be seated with

You may also reserve a table for ten for a special rate. Take advantage of these opportunities by contacting:

MEMBER/GUEST

MEMBER/GUEST

Caesar Cora, Treasurer, 12268 Wedge Way, Boynton Beach, Floridai3363869-0897
Check Enclosed: $

VISA, MasterCard and American Express credit cards accepted.
Credit Card #

Expiration Date

I OA

Advertising in the Gala Program or donating a product or gift certificate for the gift bags, is a wonderful way to pramnote yo
business and help the students of Palm Beach County, and, of course, the promotion of a Heritage that we enjoy so much.
Our sponsorship opportunities, Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze offer entitlement to the website, gala program and eecogniti

Checks should be made payable to IL CIRCOLO and mailgd to:
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FAU Operatic Presentation a Huge Success!

The Audience

Palm Beach Atl antic
bustling with excitement as Il Circolo members and
guests awaited opera star, Virginia Zeani, and Flor-
ida Atlantic Universityos
Fleitas who combined their talents to produce a
glorious afternoon of unforgettable pleasure. The
retired Zeani, celebrating the sixtieth anniversary
of her debut, spends her time
coaching individual students
and offering her expertise do-
ing master classes.

Her meeting with Dr. Patricia
Fleitas at FAU last summer fos-
tered the program heard by a
capacity -filled audience at
PBAU. Familiar choruses from
Donizetti, Verdi and Mascagni
operas were sung by the FAU
Choral Group led by Dr. Fleitas.

Jinon Deeb

The Choral Group

Javier Ilvan Diaz Diva Zeani, Krisztina Kover, Pianist,

and Pat Fleitas, Choral Director

Uni versitybés Rinker Hall was

Solos and duets were also sung by tenor, Javier lvan
-Diaz, sopranos , Jinon Deeb, Robyn Lamp and Ro-
§ehno Manhino 8nd mezzot o sopranol? Manicai Hddiagm.
Krisztina Kover, accompanied each piece with agility
and emotional fervor, keenly atuned to the perform-

ers.

Roseann Mannino and Robyn Monica Hildago

Virginia Zeani beamed as she watched this array of
opera -loving young talent and joined in the standing
ovation they received from the awe -struck audience.
Il Circolo members and guests could not say enough
in thanks to Virginia Pacelli who chaired the event.
AThi s i s wh at (| Circolo i s
AWhen is the next event?0

On February 22, at 2 pm, the students of Palm

Beach Atlantic University will present an afternnon
of Italian music in the same auditorium. Because of
1 Circolobs support of t he
gr am, Dean Mi mmsé offered to
For more details, please call Program Chairman, Eric
Raith at 561 - 667 -2031.

Tribute to Il Circolo by member, Hon. Anthony Principi,
former U.S. Secretary of Veteran Affairs

ni.. .l I Circolo stands toda
the heritage that enriched the lives of millions of
Italian Americans much as they themselves have

enriched Amerca. o

FAU Presents an Evening with Virginia Zeani
Tuesday & March 31, 2009 i 7to9pm
Choral Room (Arts & Humanities Bldg. Rm 219)
Hear the stories of a famous prima donna of the
Opera as she takes questions from the audience.
Free to the Public
Information: Call Sally Valenti

- 561 -736 -6780.

WINTER 2009
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Who i n |1 Ci
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A Man for All Seasons—Dottore, Missionario, Artista/

Dr. Adolfo Enrique Rizzo, or Quique , as he is
called, is a cosmopolitan man of many talents.

To enter his home is to enter a showcase of
ogett i frbd lEsratoend -the-world travels to
places like Russia and China and from the home

of his birth, Argentina, all to culminate in Palm
Beach!

Way back in 1894, from the area of Piemonte
and Parma lItaly, Grandparents Rizzo pio - neered
to the Buenas Aires area of Argentina. Mom and
Dad Rizzo, settling in the nearby Mar del Plata
(Silver Sea) ran a successful furniture business
and thus, were able to give Adolfo, their only
child, a very good life.

Adolfo smiled as he reminisced about the ad-
vantages he enjoyed in his childhood days as a
young medical student in Buenas Aires. He spe-
cialized in psychiatry. It was there, during the
production of a soap opera clip with a medical
theme, that he met his wife Fanny, a very attrac-
tive, successful magazine producer.

To further his study of psychiatry, he took a
fellowship at the University of Washington in St.
Louis, Missouri qualifying him to work for the
State Hospital System which eventually led to his
private practice. Fanny, in the meantime, taught
romance languages at the University. They re-
mained in St. Louis, snowbirding to Palm Beach
and finally deciding to move down full time in
1997.

At an early age, he learned the art of oils and
canvas from his mother who painted for a hobby.

He would photograph his subjects and made
paintings of them. A few of many works he has
created are shown below. They are The Tango ,
Juan Sanchez -Sculptor Solitudine , and Harbor
Scene, a harbor of fishing boats each containing

t he name of their
To the far right, is one of his favorites,
wherein he has painted his own image.

Portofino,

In the past year, on a recent mission to Rio
Bamba, Ecuador, an area near the capital, Quito,
he traveled to the heights of a primitive mountain
village where a team of doctors had set up a clinic
for the native people who had rarely been treated
by a doctor. Psychiatry was not a needed service
for these people as more pressing problems such
as eyes, teeth and broken bones were the cases.
Dr. Rizzo served as a translator of Spanish for the
American team. His friend translated from
Quechua, their native language, to Spanish.

Still a primitive society, it is uncanny to note the
beautiful crafted bowler hats worn by both men

and women and the colorful ponchos worn of
bright reds, deep purples and dark greens 0 colors
identifying the area in which they lived.

Recently, Fanny passed on leaving Adolfo to his
friends at La Palma condo where he enjoys won-
derful scenes overlooking the intracoastal. A board
member and Scholarship Chairman, Dr. Rizzo has
embraced Il Circolo with great enthusiasm. Wel-

par ent 0 scorheoabeardt oQuigueli NVe lateapropd you are

among us!
-- Angelina Renzi
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FAU | talian Studies Students Report

\ The Travel Column

Under t he titl e fi Vi la Gigoloo i nin fdctt alll Giralp OPr esi dent AnJ. J. o (C
hosted its second major event of the season on Sun- presented with a wonderful token of apprecia-
day, November 16 at the Atlantis Country Club. The tion: a large photograph of Venice literally (and

program consisted of presentations by six FAU stu- iliterarilyo) framed by i nd Iltalians Love Americans!

dents and two Italian Studies faculty members/travel words of thanks by the progra Friends, Stefano and Rita Saulle arranged to let us

leaders, Drs. llaria Serra and Myriam Ruthenberg, as pants. stay in their apartment, within walking distance of

well as Dr. Angela DiCorsola, Dept. of Visual Arts and I'laria Serrabs radiance fu their home, and we sang in the streets their favor-

Art History. They jointly took the floor to graciously al | our hearts as she descri'l ites, ildm | eaving on a Jet Pl a
thank |l Circolo for study abroad scholarships in Flor- actions to their first glimpse of Santa Maria No- ACome | et me | ove youod. They
ence and Orvieto this past summer that allowed stu- vel | a, t he Duomo, or Mi c he and enjoy singing our songs as well.

dents an edifying educational experience. housed in the Gal l eri a del onyAac ader

T 3 -

Students and faculty alike, relived their adven-
turesome moments, studying and traveling in Italy.

stonebés throw away from the
ments in Via Ricasoli. She also announced the
new site for the 2009 Study
Abroad program which will
take place in her native
Venice.

Students Alexys Seiler
and Stacey Creech repre-
sented the nine participants
in the newly created Or-
vieto based Humanities
Study Group that operates
under the title
and | mpressions.
gram is the brainchild of
our own Dr. Myriam Ruth-
enberg and was designed in co - operation with
colleagues in the departments of Visual Art and
Rishona Kahn, Daniela Lunetta, Diana Ramirez, and Art History as well as Music and Media Studies &
Susanna Modesto took turns in singing the praises of Communication. It is aimed at providing study
Dantebs birthplace, FIl or enc e, ahread eppoltunitiea for studerts andi facdtgin t h at
were part of their itinerary including the Arena of al | the disciplines in FAUOGSs

Gnocchi al Fresco!l  Hostess Rita Saule, my grandson
Nicholas Renzi, daughter Margherita Downey, sister Mary
Marcello and yours truly, Angelina.

et

Daniella Lunetta

Cav. Dr. Myriam Dr. lllaria Serra Dr. Angela
Ruthenburg DiCorsola In Cave, (Provincia di Roma) where friends and

relatives greeted us again this year, draped in an

American flag (note the baseball cap!) honored us

with a decorated cake shown below with Old Glory

and the boot of Italy joined by a beautiful sunset,

our witty host Franco Corsi, and his sophisticated

wife Maria Rita, extended an affectionate display

We were invited to  La Rondinella , a dance hall in the
nearby town of Palestrina. The music, a guitar and
keyboard sounding like a full orchestra, included
many popular American tunes. They line -danced in
groups 0 seniors, middle -agers, teenagers and even

Verona where they were treated for an evening of
opera. Using Power Point, as well as photographs
they showed the audience images of the highlights of
their trip. However, nothing was as convincing and
infectious as the enthusiasm and excitement with
which they praised the program, its travel leader
llaria Serra, and especially Il Circolo for alleviating
the financial burden of a study abroad experience at
a time when the Euro was at its highest value in rela-
tion to the US dollar.

College of Arts and Letters, including disciplines
not ordinarily associated with arts and letters,
such as Political Science and Sociology. Its
headquarters are the beautiful Istituto San Lo-
dovico, a historic convent that now survives
thanks to the existence of an academic program
there and that can house up to 70 students and
scholars for quiet research (Rome is less than a
one -hour train ride away) either on a semester
long or a year -round basis, which is the long
term goal.

Have you ever asked what Il Circolo is doing today?

Well... the quickest way to know what we are doing is to go to the Il Circolo website at:

ilcircolopalmbeach.org

. That's right, the Il Circolo website is chock full of information about our society,

including a calendar of events that is bursting with information on all of our wonderful events throughout

the year! But wait, there's more! That's right. It's not just a calendar; it's also a complete event informa-

tion center. It has all of the invitations/flyers and has links to some of the restaurants where our events

take place. Please remember that all of our events are on the Il Circolo website. If you misplace your flyer

after it has been mailed to you, you can find it and even print it out from the calendar page on our web-

site. For further information or instructions, please call me at 561

-667 -2031.
o Eric Raith,
Program Chairman

of a true loving friendship.

Their son Giacamo, (whom they call Jack) is in
love with everything American, has already made
several visits to the U.S.. Florida, California and
Washington, D.C., practicing his English which in
Italy is becoming the second language! His one
dream, the adventure of eventually settling in the
good old U.S.A.

an eight year old who accompanied his Mom, all hav-
ing good energetic fun as they rocked and rolled to
the rhythm of the beat. Their behavior was com-
mendable as there was no rowdiness, no misbehav-
ing..just having good clean fun!

My host approached the DJ, and before we knew it,
there we were on the floor when he announced our
names and welcomed the visitors from the USA.
Waving like celebrities, we were all smiles as he fol-
|l owed t hat wel come wi t h

IL CIRCOLO CONTACTS
Membership Applications: Albert Maggio:

561-514-4859 or ethics.compliance@gmail.com

Program Committee: Eric Raith:
561-667-2031 or eric@raithproperties.com

Gala: Lisa Meyer - Paul Finizio
561-706-9696 5619949131

Publications: Frank Cava
561-969-0050 or fcaval@bellsouth.net

ATur ke
& Angelina Renzi
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Il Circolo , held its annual Christmas Luncheon
with music, carol singing, and dancing at Atlan-
tis Country Club.
golden reindeer center pieces sparkled at each
table with presents for all at each place setting.

The co
menos

I
ti

Barbara Quirk,
Chairperson

Tony

M

WINTER , 2009

Il Circolo Annual Christmas Celebration

Dinner began with
goat chese), bow ties a la vodka, choice of chicken,
salmon or sliced beef, and a creme de menthe parfait.
A choice of red or white wine or any other soft
beverage was served throughout the meal.

As you entered the room,

r ed wa s
tabl e

or
es,

ever ywh e rBarparalQaidk iardsLori Mugatvefoi sernged as chair
setti ngs.persons of the event with assistance from Jeanette

Jean DiBona, accompanied Abbadassa, Tina Gerace and Jean Toscano. Pres. JJ

by Gary Matoosh

Groen introduced the tale of La Befana, the Italian
eccads accordion grlegended guests with
familiar holiday music and later was assisted by Me mber , Pauline Youngos S i

Mar i a

lunch. As he did last year, Dr. Luigi Salvaneschi
feltit his humble duty to lead the group in sing-
t he

i ng
Scendi

shepherds were lead by a shining star to Christ
who was born on a cold wintry night.

Natasha Consigli

Li

cat aods keyboard, wigen99,dl0@iy & fdw rmohthspand) SisteuJo, age 97,
visiting for the holidays, were so pleased to be at the
luncheon. They said it gave them such a warm feeling
toacelebr&tdn with saditivaak remindarsoof their fialian
heritage. A reaction that was shared by all who
attended. As guests were leaving, you heard

from everywhere, fiBuon Natal el o

traditional | Tua |
dal | eecalhg ¢hée Inight @when
auguri

Pauline Young, with
Sisters Carmela and Jo

- Lucia & Ferdinand Maggiore
Phyllis Verducci & Maria Barnes

Mary lerardi Anita Tremaroli

Ainsal ata, capsakad

ster

w
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FAU lItalian Studies—

(Continued from page 4)

Page 5

Portrait in Progress

AAl exo, as she prefers to &
major, emphasized her sensorial experiences with
Orvietods textures @foplaypol ang
marble, among others) that she incorporated in a
sketchbook and that she shared with the audience.
She also described the
the local artisans and artists in great detail as
much time was spent learning local, Etruscan -
inspired techniques. Stacy Creech, a photography
major, displayed her original interpretation of Or-
vietodbs surfaces in the f
photographs that she displayed on a computer
screen.

What both students cherished was the genuine,
authentic experience of an Italian city that, as one displaying his painting
of I'talyds first sl oiwot ad idtainest,” has kept its
along with a sense of humility and honesty in spite On January 4, 2009, in the Palm Room of the At-
of its glorious past. Dr. Micaela Angela DiCorsola, lantis Country Club, Il Circolo, presented a Lecture,

stude

or

Lisa Meyer, Chairperson and artist, Tom DiSalvo

who accompanied the group as the studio arts in- APortrait in Progress of an
structor, herself of Italian descent, further empha- Tom Di Salvo.
sized the poetry that is Orvieto, called dall Baundrr Sgcily, his family immigrated to the United
verde do(lftlatlailaypdbs gr een hear tS3des when feiwasya yang chilel. He is a self -
itextures and i mpressionso0 iaagbtaristvehahastheer paihtingyall hia addlt life.
students alike. In 1975, he had his first exhibition at Hyde Park

Art Center, Chicago where he received recognition

from widely acclaimed and renowned art critic and

author, Harold Rosenberg.

His presentation included several colorful can-
vases which brightened the room with his unique
and profound paintings. He showed slides and was
able to bring us inside each of his paintings with the
deep description and story behind his work. In
each of his works, DiSalvo uses a phrase or phases
from a poem, words from history or literature, from
which words his thoughts evolve and from those
thoughts, creates a painting.

Coffee, tea and cookies followed while mem-

Susanna Modesto Antoinette Gambardella, bers socialized and visited with Tom DiSalvo.
and Diana Ramirez Tina Gerace, Receptionists Thanks to Lisa Meyer for chairing a most interest-
i ) i , ing and well received lecture.
Thank you, Il Circolo, and in particular private .k x
supporters, Mrs. Jane Marzelli and Dr. John Vac-
caro, for your generosity. Ap—our _conntruvdec financioal
crisis deepens, so does the need for beauty and BENVENUTI! NEW MEMBERS!
truth. We and our students thank you, therefore, Mr. Anthony Ag"?;‘;;;nga':ﬂnfé'lzme Starace
not only for your financial support; we thank you —
for the poetry. d Dr. Myriiam Ruthenberg Mr. Pasquale J.D6Orsi and Mrs§.
EE Delray Beach
Reminder! Dr. Margaret LaManna and Mr. Manual M. Levin
DRAWING: Costa Lines Luxury Carribbean West Palm Beach
Cruise

. . .. iy Mr. Frank LaManna
Auction: Fine Dining Certificates and much more. Palm Beach Gardens

See page 11 for your Gala reservation now! _ -
Make check payable to Il Circolo and mail to LR 6 M;‘Z;;ii’;‘i;‘gﬁ';ﬂgﬁgberger
Caesar Cora, Treasurer .
12268 Wedge Way Boynton Beach, FL 33437




